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The talks collected in this volume are drawn from John S. Tanner’s later
years at Brigham Young University, prior to his appointment as president of BYU–Hawaii. They contain a record of how, as an administrator,
he tried to keep the dream of BYU alive. More broadly, they speak to a
vision of learning that has been central to Latter-day Saint doctrine and
practice from the earliest days of the Church. He calls it learning in the
light (see Psalm 36:9).
Bruce C. Hafen observes, “Since I began teaching at BYU forty-five
years ago, I have heard many talks and read many essays about BYU’s
spiritual and intellectual mission. I’ve not heard that mission described
more eloquently or with more insight than in John’s work. At his best,
he is reminiscent of Elder Neal A. Maxwell, with whom he has much in
common—intuitive confidence in gospel premises as the best foundation for sound reasoning; a high degree of awareness about cultural
context; equally fluent, even native-tongued, in both the language of
the scriptures and the language of liberal education; meek, bright, and
empathic.”
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oseph Smith’s remarkable life is here recorded as a sequence that can
be searched by date (year or month) or by category tags (personal life,
visions and revelations, writings, ecclesiastical duties, legal events, travels,
and political events). The chronology lists events that can be tied to specific days or months. Each entry contains a brief summary along with
references for further information.
Joseph’s experiences were expansive, and this chronology is evidence
of the energetic pace and broad scope of concerns that characterized
Joseph’s daily activities. We hope that this chronology will be a useful
resource that will place events in context of his circumstances and reveal
connections and patterns.
The chronology is now updated to reflect new information published
by the Joseph Smith Papers project.

Visit

this

W ebsite

at www. jschronology. by ustudies . by u . edu

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol55/iss4/25

2

